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COURSE OVERVIEW

This event will bring together leading clinicians, scientists as well as early age onset (EAQO)
colorectal cancer (CRC) survivors and Caregivers from across the country and internationally. The
program will provide extensive opportunities for participants to advance their understanding
of the rapidly increasing incidence of rectal and colon cancer among young adults under 50
years of age in the U.S. and abroad.

This groundbreaking program will, for a fifth consecutive year, provide all participants the
opportunity to hear from and question leading clinicians and researchers on the life saving
potential of timely clinical risk assessment/family cancer health history; earliest possible
diagnosis, optimal, fertility preserving clinical care, as well as the latest information regarding
national and international EAO CRC incidence trends, pathogenesis, and genetics. In addition,
this year’'s program will present a “Research in Progress” segment featuring currently NCI
funded and planned EAO CRC research projects from across America and Europe. Again this
year, important Breakout Sessions based on needs-assessments from our survivor community
will address challenging issues surrounding Palliative Care, support networks for “Caregivers”
and a “Primer” on the "Epigenetics” of EAO CRC specifically requested by our Young Adult
CRC Survivor Program Advisory Group.

The course will include lectures, workshops and panel discussions designed to advance
the "state-of-the-science” addressing EAO-CRC. Our faculty will once again be world class
speakers representing leading academic medical centers with major additional inspiring
programmatic contributions from the Early Age Onset Colorectal Cancer Survivor Community
of the United States and beyond..



EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

Provide an expert review of the latest published information on the increasing incidence and
mortality associated with Early Age Onset Colorectal Cancer in the United States and globally.

Review the State-of-the-Science regarding the known and possible causes of the increasing
incidence of EAO-CRC including alterations in our food and water supply, the contribution of novel
germline genetic factors and etiologic clues based on the molecular biology of EAO-CRC cancers.

Provide an evidence-based framework for reducing risk, increasing early stage diagnosis and
improving treatment and outcomes for young adult colorectal cancer patients.

Define the "Gaps” in our current understanding of Early Age Onset Colorectal Cancer in order
to set our clinical and research priorities and develop a strategic plan to reduce EAO-CRC

incidence and mortality.
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COURSE DIRECTORS

Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS
COURSE MODERATOR/CHAIR
Director of Surgical Oncology
Northwest Region at Northwell Health

Professor of Surgery Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at
Hofstra/Northwell

Founder and President
Colon Cancer Foundation

Susan K. Peterson, PhD, MPH

COURSE CO-DIRECTOR AND POSTER SESSION CHAIR
Professor of Behavioral Science
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
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COURSE DIRECTORS

Wasif M. Saif, MD

COURSE CO-DIRECTOR

Deputy Physician-in-Chief and Director of Medical Oncology
Northwell Health Cancer Institute

Professor of Medicine

Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Richard Barakat, MD Northwell health Cancer Institute
Physician-in-Chief and Director Professor of Medical Oncology
Northwell Health Cancer Institute Donald and Barbara Zucker School of
Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell
Donald and Barbara Zucker School of
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell Mary B. Strong, MA

Assistant Vice President, Continuing
Cindy R. Borassi Medical Education
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Professor, Internal Medicine
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Oncology Social Worker

Program Manager, Quality & Research,
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Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS
Director of Surgical Oncology
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Professor of Surgery Zucker School of
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell
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Professor of Behavioral Science
The University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center

Wasif M. Saif, MD, MBBS
Deputy Physician-in-Chief and
Director of Medical Oncology
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SCHEDULE This event will be

VIDEO RECORDED

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019

7:00 am-8:00 am Registration and Breakfast

8:00 am-8:30 am Framing the Conversation: Strategic Challenges in Current Medical
Care that Contribute to Young Adult Colorectal Cancer (CRC)
Incidence and Mortality. Survivor Testimonials Underscore
Opportunities for Improvement in the Prevention and Care of Young
Adult Colorectal Cancer
Chelsea Boet,Sarah Debord, Kevin Hays, Kim Newcomer, Susan Pfau,
Eric Reddy, Valarie Schlosser, Diana Sloan, Denelle Suranski, Tabitha
Trent, Wes Hensel

Opening Remarks: Richard R. Barakat, MD, Physician-in-Chief and
Director, Northwell Health Cancer Institute

How the Survivor Testimonials Framed Today's Program: Thomas K.
Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health, Colon Cancer Foundation

Housekeeping: Cindy R. Borassi, Colon Cancer Foundation



8:30 am—-9:35 am

Session |: The Dimensions of the EAO-CRC Problem: Target Item:
Accurate, Regular, Up to Date Measurement of Key Metrics
Describing the Early Age Onset Colorectal Cancer Public Health
Crisis

8:30 am—-8:40 am

Overview of United States EAO-CRC Incidence Patterns and Trends
Rebecca L. Siegel, MPH, American Cancer Society

8:40 am-8:50 am

Overview of Global EAO-CRC Incidence Patterns and Trends
Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health, Colon Cancer Foundation

8:50 am—-%:00 am

Utilization of CDC Comparative Effectiveness Research Data to
Assess Lynch Syndrome Screening and Surgical Management in
Early-Onset Colorectal Cancer

Jordan Karlitz, MD, FACG Tulane University School of Medicine (VIA
VIDEO CONFERENCING)

Q-:00 am-92:10 am

Overview of European Cancer Registries Data Resources on
EAO-CRC

Irit Ben-Aharon, MD, PhD, Rambam Health Care Campus, Haifa, Israel,
European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC)



@10 am-92:20 am

Survey of Young Onset Patients, Survivors, and Caregivers: Self-
Reported Clinical, Psychosocial, Financial and Quality of Life
Experiences

Ronit Yarden, Ph.D. MHSA, Colorectal Cancer Alliance

9:20 am-9:35 am

Q&A Panel Discussion-Strategic Plan Development

@:35 am-2:50 am

Networking, Coffee, Poster Viewing Break

@-50 am-11:35 am

SESSION II: Family History Ascertainment in the U.S. (Addressing
Gap 1) What Steps are Needed to Improve the Well Documented
Less Than Optimal Status of this Situation? What is Our Best
Information on the Documentation of Cancer Family History in
Primary Care? What are the Key Elements Required for Success
Moderator: Gregory Feero, MD, PhD, Maine Dartmouth Family Medicine
Residency, Augusta, ME; Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth,
Hanover, NH

@:50 am-10:10 am

Electronic Health Records (EHR) and Family Cancer History
Ascertainment. The Path Forward?

Gregory Feero, MD, PhD, Maine Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency,
Augusta, ME; Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth, Hanover, NH
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10:10 am—-10:25 am

Review of National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable (NCCRT) Family
Health History Early Age Onset Colorectal Cancer (EAO-CRC) Task
Group Progress and Overview of the NCCRT Risk Assessment

and Screening Toolkit to Detect Familial, Hereditary and Early
Onset Colorectal Cancer and Next Steps for Dissemination and
Implementation

Dennis Ahnen, MD, AGAF, FACG, University of Colorado School of
Medicine, Gastroenterology of the Rockies

10:25 am-10:40 am

Implementation Plan for 2018 American Cancer Society
Recommendations (and Rationale) for Screening for the Early
Detection of Colorectal Cancer.

Robert A. Smith, PhD, American Cancer Society

10:40 am-10:50 am

Strategies for Addressing Early Onset CRC: An NCCRT Report
Jan Lowery, Colorado Center for Personalized Medicine

10:50 am-11:00 am

Detecting Unaffected Individuals with Lynch Syndrome (DUAL)
Sayoni Lahiri, MS, CGC, UT Southwestern Medical Center



11:00 am-=11:10 am

Prevalence of Advanced Colorectal Polyps Among First Degree
Relatives of EOCRC Patients

Christine L. Sardo Molmenti, PhD, MPH Feinstein Institute for Medical
Research, Northwell Health, Donald and Barbara Zucker School of
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell

11:10 am-=11:15 am

Integrating Education on the Importance of Family Health History
Ascertainment and Earliest Possible Diagnosis into the Entire
Continuum of Medical and Specialty Education from Medical School
Through Board Certification, CME and Recertification

Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health, Colon Cancer
Foundation

11:15 am-11:30 am

Q&A Panel Discussion-Strategic Plan Development

11:30 am-12:15 pm

LUNCH

12:15 pm-1:20 pm

SESSION IlI: Earliest Possible Diagnosis and Treatment Through
Timely Recognition of the Symptoms and Signs of Young Adult CRC

(Addressing Gap 2)

Moderator: Whitney Jones, MD, Clinical Professor of Medicine,
University of Louisville



12:15 pm-12:25 pm

A Review of the Published Data Documenting Delays in Diagnosis
and the Consequences in Terms of Later Stage Diagnosis and Poorer
Outcomes

Whitney F. Jones, MD, Gastro & Endo Associates

12:25 pm-12:35 pm

Overview of the Continuum of Providers Who Interact with Patients
Prior to and Up to A Diagnosis

Chelsea Boet, MD, Spectrum Health Medical Group

12:35 pm-12:45 pm

Lessons Learned: What Have We Learned from Past Public Health
Success Stories?

Jennifer Brown, PhD, NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene

12:45 pm-12:55 pm

Lessons Learned: What Have We Learned from Past Public Health
Success Stories?

Tony Foleno, Senior Vice President, Strategy & Evaluation, Ad Council;
President, Society for Health Communication
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12:55 pm-1.05 pm

Introduction of the EAO-CRC National Clinical Alert and Symptoms
and Signs Index
Andrew Albert, MD, MPH, Chicago Gastro LLC.
Erin Peterson, Colon Cancer Coalition
e Provider Education Outreach Initiatives
e Patient Awareness and Advocacy Initiatives

1:05 pm-1:20 pm

Q&A Panel Discussion-Strategic Plan Development

1:20 pm-2:45 pm

SESSION IV: Timely, Effective, Quality of Life & Fertility Preserving
State of the Art Treatment (Addressing Gap 3)

1:20 pm-1:30 pm

Updates on Current Medical Oncology Approaches to Young-Onset CRC
Andrea Cercek, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

1:30 pm-1:40 pm

Optimal Preservation of Fertility
Nicole Noyes MD, Reproductive Endocrinologist, Northwell Health

1:40 pm-1:50 pm

Novel Approaches to Metastatic Mismatch Repair (MMR) Deficient
and Microsatellite Stable (MSS) Metastatic Colorectal Cancer

Cathy Eng, MD, FACP, FASCO, the University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center



1:50 pm—-2:00 pm

From “Bench to Bedside” CRC Experimental Therapeutics and Phase
| & Il Trials. What's New & What's Next?

Wasif M. Saif, MD, Northwell Health Cancer Institute

2:00 pm-2:10 pm

GAPS in Providing Palliative Care and the Cost Benefit Ratio for
Hospital Systems

James T. D'Olimpio, MD, FACP, FAAHPM, Northwell Health Cancer Institute

2:20 pm—2:35 pm

Identifying the Key Elements of a Center for Early Age Onset
Colorectal Cancer - Panel Discussion

Eric Reddy, Stage IV Colorectal Cancer Survivor

Andrea Cercek, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Zana Correa, NP, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Kimmie Ng, MD, MPH, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Karen Fasciano, PsyD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Christine L. Sardo Molmenti, MPH, PhD Feinstein Institute for Medical
Research/ Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/
Northwell

Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health, Colon Cancer
Foundation

Krista Nelson, LCSW OSW-C BCD FAOSW, Providence Cancer Institute,
Providence St Joseph Health
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3:00 pm-5:35 pm

SESSION V: How Did this Happen? Investigating the Causes of Early
Onset Colorectal Cancers (EAO-CRC) (Addressing Gap 4)

The Genetics of Heritable CRC: What's New and Important to Know
Regarding the Genetics of EAO-CRC?

Noah D. Kauff, MD, Duke Cancer Institute, Duke University Health System

Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health, Colon Cancer
Foundation

Susan Wysoki, APR, CRC Advocate

3:10 pm-3:20 pm

Prevalence and Spectrum of Germline Cancer Susceptibility Gene
Mutations Among Patients with Early-Onset Colorectal Cancer

Heather Hampel, MS, LGC, the Ohio State University Comprehensive
Cancer Center

3:20 pm-3:30 pm

Molecular Subtype of Colorectal Cancer Associated with Early Age
of Onset

Xavier Llor, MD, PhD, Yale University School of Medicine Smilow Cancer
Center



3:30 pm-3:40pm  Germline Genetic Variants Associated with Young-Onset Colorectal
Cancer: the MSKCC Experience

Zsofia K. Stadler, MD Clinical Director, Clinical Genetics Service,
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

3:40 pm-3:50 pm  Germline Genetic Features of Young Individuals with Colorectal
Cancer

Elena M. Stoffel MD MPH, Director Cancer Genetics Clinic, University of
Michigan

3:50 pm-4:00 pm  Cancer Susceptibility Gene Mutations in Individuals with Colorectal
Cancer
Matthew B. Yurgelun MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical
School

What is Driving the Increases in EAO-CRC, 80+% of Which is Not Related to the
Named Hereditary CRC Syndromes ?

3:50 pm-4:00 pm  Obesity, Sedentary Behaviors, and Early-Onset CRC
Yin Cao, MPH, ScD, MPH, Washington University School of Medicine

4:00 pm-4:10pm  New Suspects: Diet, Microbiome, Immunology and Cancer Risk
Semir Beyaz, PhD, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories



410 pm-4:20pm  New Research Information: Current Efforts to Investigate the Causes
of Increases in MSS CRC Among Young Adults
* The United States
¢ Current NCI Funded Investigations into the Causes of Early
Age Onset Colorectal Cancer:

O Colorectal Cancer Risks in People < 50 Years of Age NIH

(RO3): Epidemiology, Richard Hayes, DDS, PhD, MPH, the
Cancer Institute at NYU Langone

4:20 pm-4:30 pm
0 Presentation Early Life Risk Factors and Risk of Colorectal

Neoplasia, Kana Wu, MD, PhD, Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, Dana-Farber, Harvard Cancer Center

4:30 pm-4:40pm  The European Union: Funded Investigations
0 European Organization for Research and Treatment of
Cancer (EORTC): Young Onset CRC: Causation, Treatment
and Qutcomes, Irit Ben-Aharon, MD, PhD, Rambam
Health Care Campus, Haifa, Israel European Organisation
for Research and Treatment of Cancer

4:40 pm-4:50 pm
0 European study of Early-onset Colorectal Cancer
(EUREQOC): A Collaborative Study of the Biology of Young
Onset CRC, Jose Perea, MD, PhD, Fundacion Jimenez
Diaz University Hospital, Madrid, Spain



4:50 pm-5:00 pm

In Development:

e CRAYON: ColoRectal Cancer in Adults at Young ONset: New
York City Based Prospective Accrual Study of Young Onset
Colorectal Cancer

Steven H. ltzkowitz MD, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

5:00 pm-5:10 pm

The Beyond CRC Project
Kimmie Ng, MD, MPH, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

5:10 pm-5:20 pm

The Search for Novel Drivers of Young Onset MSS CRC: An Overview
of Current NIH, CDC and ACS Efforts

Thomas K. Weber, MD, FACS, Northwell Health

5:20 pm-5:30 pm

Report Back from Denver EAO CRC Research Meeting

Heather Hampel, the Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer
Center

5:30 pm-5:45 pm

Discussion and “"Next Steps”

5:45 pm-6:45 pm

Poster Session and Reception
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FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019

8:00 am-9:00 am REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST WITH THE EXPERTS, PATIENTS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

Krista Nelson, LCSW OSW-C BCD FAOSW

Karen Fasciano, PsyD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

2:00 am—-9:05 am WELCOME BACK!

Course Co-Director Wasif M. Saif, MD, MBBS, Northwell Health Cancer
Institute

?:00 am-9:05 am HOUSEKEEPING

Course Co-Director Susan Peterson, PhD, MPH, The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center



@?:05 am-10:05 am

SESSION VI: Palliative Care: Why Early is Best. (Including Guidance,
Support and Resources to Patients and Caregivers During Their
Treatment Journey/Continuum of Care (Addressing Gap 5)

James T. D'Olimpio, MD, FACP, FAAHPM, Northwell Health Cancer
Institute

Sarah Debord, Colon Cancer Coalition

Andy Esch, MD, MBA, Palliative Care and Survivorship
of Western New York

Karen Fasciano, PsyD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Susan Pfau, MA, Family Innovations and Wilder Foundation

Krista Nelson, LCSW OSW-C BCD FAOSW

10:05 am-10:25 am

SESSION VI: Epigenetics and its Future Role in the Diagnosis and
Treatment of Individuals More Specifically and Accurately
C. Richard Boland, MD, AGAF, UC San Diego



10:25 am-10:45 am

Networking, Coffee, Poster Viewing Break

10:45 am-11:20 pm

STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION

(Breakout Groups According to Gap)

Data, Accurate, Regular to Measurement of Key Metrics
Family History Ascertainment

Earliest Possible Stage Diagnosis

Development of Centers of Excellence Dedicated to the
Treatment of EAO CRC Patients and Caregivers

5. Research into the Causes of Early Onset Colorectal Cancers

ol S\

11:20 am-11:45 pm

REPORT BACK FROM STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN BREAKOUT
GROUPS

THE EAOCRC PLEDGE

11:45 pm-12:15 pm

ABSTRACT POSTER SESSION AWARDS

CLOSING REMARKS
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FACULTY

DENNIS J. AHNEN, MD

For the last 30 years, Dr. Dennis Ahnen has been an active clinician, educator and investigator
in the Gastroenterology Division of the University of Colorado School Of Medicine. His
research interests have focused on the biologic understanding and prevention of colorectal
cancer. His basic science laboratory has focused on colorectal cancer biology and mechanisms
of chemoprevention by non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, his clinical laboratory group
has conducted numerous colorectal cancer screening and chemoprevention trials, and his
behavioral group has focused on interventions to improve colonoscopic screening in high-risk
colorectal cancer families. Clinically, Dr. Ahnen is a Co-Founder of the Hereditary Cancer Clinic
at the University of Colorado Hospital and Director of the Genetics Clinic at Gastroenterology of
the Rockies. He retired from his Veterans Administration faculty position in October, 2014, and
is now Professor Emeritus in the Gastroenterology Division at the University of Colorado School
of Medicine. Dr. Ahnen is a member of the Colorado Comprehensive Cancer Center where he
continues to work with junior faculty and fellows. He is also working with Gastroenterology of
the Rockies to implement a CRC prevention program seamlessly into their practice.



ANDREW ALBERT, MD, MPH

Dr. Andrew Albert is the Medical Director of Digestive Health at Advocate lllinois Masonic
Medical Center, Chicago. Dr. Albert received the Grand Prize for the 2017 80% by 2018 National
Achievement Awards from the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable (NCCRT) for his
leadership in increasing colorectal cancer screening rates at his institution. Dr. Albert’s mission
Health System has achieved a greater than 80% screening rate. Realizing that traditional
messaging around colon cancer prevention was not enough, Dr. Albert launched the social
media campaign, #backoffcoloncancer, in 2017. Within a few weeks, this grass-roots approach
became a worldwide movement with thousands of people joining the campaign. He was
recently honored for this work as one of 20 Most Inspiring Chicagoans by StreetWise Magazine.
Dr. Albert is a leader on the NCCRT Hospital and Health System Advisory Board and leads
best practices in colorectal cancer screening across the country. He has published extensively
and has presented at numerous conferences, and has collaborated with many colorectal
cancer screening advocates across the country. He has also held numerous community and
corporate events to bring the messaging to those who need it most. Dr. Albert attended
Brandeis University and received his Medical and Masters in Public Health Degrees at the
George Washington University Medical Center. He became Chief Resident during his residency
at Boston University Medical Center and completed his fellowship in Gastroenterology &
Hepatology at Loyola University Medical Center. Dr. Albert has also completed advanced
training at the University of Chicago.



RICHARD BARAKAT, MD

Dr. Richard Barakat is an internationally recognized surgeon and clinical investigator who was
Chief of the Gynecology Service at Memorial Sloan Kettering from 2001 to 2013 and held
the Ronald O. Perelman Chair in Gynecologic Surgery. Dr. Barakat was the lead investigator
on several influential research projects at MSK, including a study to compare the benefits of
laparoscopic versus standard surgery for patients with endometrial cancer, a study evaluating
symptomatic lower-extremity lymphedema in women treated for uterine corpus cancer, and a
study testing the efficacy of the Gynecologic Cancer Lymphedema Questionnaire in detecting
lower-extremity lymphedema symptoms. Dr. Barakat is author or co-author of more than 340
peer-reviewed articles and numerous textbook chapters and is also an editor of a surgical
atlas on gynecologic cancer and of the latest edition of Principles and Practice of Gynecologic
Oncology, one of the leading texts in the field.

IRIT BEN-AHARON, MD, PHD

Dr. Irit Ben-Aharon is the Director of the Oncology Division at Rambam Health Care Campus,
the largest cancer center in northern Israel, located in Haifa. She is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Oncology, Faculty of Medicine, Tel-Aviv University. Dr. Ben-Aharon completed
the MD-PhD joint program of Tel-Aviv University and the National Institute of Health’s (NIH) and
was awarded her PhD in developmental biology in 2004 and her MD at 2005. Dr. Ben-Aharon
completed oncology residency at Davidoff Center, Rabin Medical Center in 2011, followed
by a fellowship in oncofertility at the Dana-Farber Cancer Center in Boston (2010-2011), and a
fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York as a Fulbright scholar in 2014-
2015 focused on gastrointestinal malignancies and young-onset cancer. Dr. Ben-Aharon returned
to Israel in 2015, and led the gastrointestinal oncology at Rabin Medical Center. In 2018, she was
appointed as the director of the division of oncology at Rambam Health Care Center.



SEMIR BEYAZ, PHD

Dr. Semir Beyaz' long-term research interests involve the development of a comprehensive
understanding of how cancer immune recognition and response pathways are perturbed in
response to diet. During his graduate training, Dr. Beyaz developed significant expertise in
the assessment of epigenetic, transcriptional and metabolic mechanisms that control cellular
fate during cellular differentiation or in response to diet. As a Principal Investigator at Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory, he focused on dissecting the mechanisms of how pro-obesity diets
alter immunity in the intestine and impact intestinal tumor initiation, progression, response to
therapy, and whether such changes are reversible.

CHELSEA BOET, MD

Dr. Chelsea Boet is an alumnus of Kalamazoo College and Wayne State University School of
Medicine. Dr. Boet did her internal medicine and pediatrics residency in Grand Rapids, Ml at
Spectrum Health and Helen DeVos Children’s hospital. Dr. Boet now practices primary care
internal medicine and pediatrics in Grandville, MI. She was diagnosed with stage IV colorectal
cancer in 2018. She has an incredibly supportive husband, Pete, and 2 beautiful children, Lillian
(age 4) and Oliver (age 15 months).

C. RICHARD BOLAND, MD, AGAF

C. Richard (Rick) Boland, MD, AGAF, is a gastroenterologist and Professor of Medicine at the
University of California San Diego School of Medicine. He was born and raised in upstate New
York, received a B.A. from The University of Notre Dame and an MD from Yale Medical School.
He has a career-long research interest in colon cancer, specifically focusing on the genetic
causes of colon cancer and familial cancer syndromes.



Dr. Boland started studying familial colorectal cancer as a medical student, and wrote an MD
thesis proposing a novel familial aspect of the disease. After clinical training (and two years
as a general medical officer in the Indian Health Service), he resumed research with Young S.
Kim, MD, at UCSF, studying glycoprotein biochemistry in colorectal cancer. At the University
of Michigan, he continued work on cancer-associated glycoprotein alterations, but in 1990, he
redirected his focus to the molecular genetics of colorectal cancer following a sabbatical in the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, at which time he resumed work on the hereditary colorectal
cancer disease, which he named “Lynch Syndrome.” He was among the first gastroenterologists
to explore "microsatellite instability” in cancer, and his laboratory developed the first in vitro

Dr. Boland has been an active clinician and teacher. He has been funded continuously by NIH
since 1979, has served on multiple NIH (and other) Study Sections and was the chair of the
Clinical Integrative Molecular Gastroenterology Study Section from 2014 to 2016, and was on the
Multisociety Task for on Colorectal Cancer from 2012-18. He has published about 400 papers,
has an H-Index of 89, and has written authoritative chapters for several textbooks of Internal
Medicine, Gastroenterology and Genetics. He was elected into the Association of American
Physicians in 2001. Dr. Boland was president of the American Gastroenterological Association
(AGA) from 2011-2012, was given the AGA Oncology Section Distinguished Mentor Award, the
AGA Beaumont Prize for his research in 2015, and the AGA Friedenwald Medal in 2016.

JENNIFER J. BROWN, PHD

As Assistant Director of the Cancer Prevention and Control Program at the New York City
DepartmentofHealth, Dr. Brown'sexperienceincludespublichealthresearch, cancerprevention,
and publications. As a digital editor and writer, her skills also include communications, health
and science journalism, outcomes research, medical education, grant writing, and publication.



A senior editor at EverydayHealth.com, a health site, she sets editorial strategy and managed a
team of freelance writers, creating preventive health content to empower readers.

YIN CAO, SCD, MPH

Ms. Yin Cao is a cancer epidemiologist focusing on risk prediction, screening and early
detection, and chemoprevention of gastrointestinal malignancies. Her research in colorectal,
prostate, and breast cancers have produced over 60 original research papers, including 25
first-/senior-author papers and 2 book chapters.

Her major contributions to cancer risk prediction include the development of the first absolute
risk assessment tool for high-risk adenoma that could provide guidance for colorectal cancer
(CRC) screening (International Journal of Cancer, 2015). | also developed a user-friendly
prediction model of breast cancer for younger women who are not recommended for routine
mammography (submitted).

Cancer chemoprevention is Ms. Cao's other focus. Utilizing two large prospective studies, she
reported the full constellation of potential benefits of long-term aspirin use in overall cancer
prevention (JAMA Oncology, 2016). Her work also provided the first population-based evidence
for the role of host immunity in mediating the benefits of aspirin in CRC chemoprevention
(Gastroenterology, 2016).

ANDREA CERCEK, MD

Dr. Andrea Cercek is a board-certified medical oncologist who specializes in the treatment of
patients with gastrointestinal cancers, particularly colorectal and appendix cancer, and those
with peritoneal mesothelioma. She specializes in both systemic chemotherapy and regional



chemotherapy given directly into the liver or the peritoneal cavity. Her research focus is on the
development of new therapies for patients, including molecular-based therapies to improve
the outcomes for patients with metastatic disease.

ZANA CORREA, NP, BC

Ms. Zana Correa is an American Nurses Credentialing Center board certified nurse practitioner
with 17 years of experience in outpatient gastrointestinal oncology in the departments of
surgery, medicine, and survivorship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. As a nurse
practitioner with the Colorectal Survivorship Program, Ms. Correa manages an independent
practice caring for colon, rectal and anal cancer survivors. She has presented nationally at
conferences including the Oncology Nursing Society and American Society of Colorectal
Surgeons annual conference. She co-facilities a support group for colorectal cancer survivors
and is on the survivors’ newsletter committee at Memorial Sloan-Kettering. Ms. Correa serves
as an adjunct clinical instructor in the Department of Graduate Nursing at New York University.

SARAH DEBORD

Ms. Sarah DeBord was diagnosed with metastatic colon cancer at age 34. In the 7-plus years
since, she has turned her diagnosis into a calling, and become an advocate for other young
adults diagnosed with colorectal cancer and parents with young families facing cancer. Ms.
DeBord works as a communications and program manager for the Minneapolis-based Colon
Cancer Coalition, is a contributing writer for CURE Magazine, volunteers her time with the
online patient-led support community COLONTOWN, and blogs about her often adventurous
experiences of living with chronic cancer at ColonCancerChick.com.



ANDREW E. ESCH, MD, MBA

Dr. Andrew Esch is a palliative care specialist and consultant focusing on improving the quality
of life for patients and their families as they face serious or life-threatening illness through pain
and symptom management, coordination of care, and education. Dr. Esch earned his medical
degree from the University of Buffalo, where he also earned a combined bachelor of science
and master of business administration degree. Currently he is a consultant and faculty member
for the Center to Advance Palliative Care (CAPC), and serves as medical director at the Hospice
of Orleans in Albion, New York. Prior to joining CAPC, Dr. Esch worked at the Lee Memorial
Health System in Fort Myers, Florida, as medical director of palliative care. He has worked

in both New York and Florida as a staff physician, a hospice physician, an assistant clinical
professor of internal medicine and palliative care.

GREGORY FEERO, MD, PHD

Dr. Gregory Feero attended the University of Pittsburgh School Of Medicine and graduated
with an M.D., Ph.D. (Human Genetics) in 1998. He then completed his medical training at the
Maine-Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency in Augusta, Maine. Afterfive years on the faculty
of the Maine-Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency, he accepted a position at the National
Human Genome Research Institute, National Institutes of Health, where he was a senior advisor
to the director, and branch chief of the Genomic Healthcare Branch in the Office of Policy,
Communication and Education, Office of the Director. In 2009 he returned to Maine. Dr. Feero
currently serves as a consultant to the Jackson Laboratory on education issues, is an associate
editorforthe Journal of the American Medical Association and servesonthe National Academies



TONY FOLENO

Mr. Tony Foleno serves as Senior Vice President, Strategy and Evaluation atthe Ad Council. Inthis
role, Mr. Foleno advises the strategic planning of more than 35 public service communications
campaigns. He also oversees campaign evaluation, establishing key performance indicators
and the tools through which they are measured. Mr. Foleno leads cross-campaign analyses
designed to optimize Ad Council initiatives, and helps lead Ad Council Edge, a strategic
consultancy advising nonprofit and corporate clients. His primary role is to leverage research-
based insights into action, helping to ensure that the Ad Council remains a results-driven
organization with a single-minded focus on making an impact in people’s lives. Prior to joining
the Ad Council in 2002, Mr. Foleno managed projects at Public Agenda, a nonpartisan public
opinion research organization. He presently serves as 2018-2020 President of the Society for
Health Communication, and is an active member of the Advertising Research Foundation, the
American Evaluation Association, the 4As, and AAPOR, and serves on the steering committees
for Agents of Change, the Market Research Council, and the Fishlinger Center for Public Policy
and Research. He is a graduate of Swarthmore College and holds a MA in Sociology from
Columbia University.

HEATHER HAMPEL, MS, CGC

Heather Hampel completed her Bachelor of Science degree in Molecular Genetics at the Ohio
State University in 1993. She attained her Master’s degree in Human Genetics from Sarah
Lawrence College in 1995. She received certification from the American Board of Genetic
Counseling in 1996. She worked as a cancer genetic counselor at Memorial Sloan- Kettering

Cancer Center before moving to The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center
(OSUCCC) in 1997.



Currently, Heather is a Protessor in the Department ot Internal Medicine and Associate Director
of the Division of Human Genetics. She is also the Associate Director of Biospecimen Research
for the OSUCCC. She was the study coordinator for the Columbus-area Lynch syndrome study
which determined the frequency of Lynch syndrome among newly diagnosed patients with
these cancers. This study culminated in first author publications in the New England Journal
of Medicine in May of 2005, Cancer Research in August of 2006, and the Journal of Clinical
Oncology in December of 2008. She is now the Pl of the Ohio Colorectal Cancer Prevention
Initiative which is screening colorectal cancer patients from 50 hospitals throughout the state
for hereditary cancer syndromes. The first major publication from that study showing that 16%
of early-onset colorectal cancers are hereditary was published in 2017 in JAMA Oncology.
Heather Hampel was the Region IV Representative on the Board of Directors of the National
Society of Genetic Counselors in 2003-4. She was on the Board of Directors for the American
Board of Genetic Counseling from 2006-2011, serving as President in 2009 and 2010. She was
elected to the Steering Committee member of the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable in
2016. She has been on the Council of the Collaborative Group of the Americas on Inherited
Colorectal Cancer since 2016 and served as President in 2018.

RICHARD B. HAYES, DDS, PHD

Dr. Richard Hayes is a Professor in the Departments of Population Health and Environmental
Medicine at New York University School of Medicine. Dr. Hayes has more than 30 years of
experience in designing and carrying out epidemiologic investigations on cancer, including
the successful execution of case-control and cohort studies in national and international
settings. His past research on the etiology of colorectal cancer has involved investigations



of diet, anthropometric factors, and genetics, and, most recently, the human microbiome.
His current research involves risk prediction modeling for colorectal cancer, with the purpose
determining the appropriate age for beginning colorectal cancer screening, based on genetic
and environmental risks. This research also involves identification of differentials for genetic
and environmental risk for those younger than age 50 years and older individuals.

WES HENSEL
Mr. Wes Hensel was diagnosed with stage 3 rectal cancer at age 34 during a colonoscopy, after

4 years of being misdiagnosed with hemorrhoids due to rectal bleeding and being “too young”
for anything else. After diagnosis, tumor tissue testing on mismatch repair protein expression
and subsequent germline genetic testing found that Mr. Hensel had a MLH1 gene mutation
for Lynch Syndrome, despite no family history of colorectal cancer. After extensive treatment
with radiation and chemotherapy, Mr. Hensel underwent abdominoperitoneal resection with
permanent colostomy at MD Anderson Cancer Center, performed by Dr. Nancy You, followed by
additional chemotherapy completed in November, 2018. Now age 36, Mr. Hensel was declared
“no evidence of disease” in December, 2018. He has a passion for educating others about
early-onset colorectal cancer, and for promoting earlier screening, including colonoscopies as
a first line of defense when symptoms arise in younger patients. He also is passionate about
promoting healthy eating and fitness for cancer prevention and overall health. Mr. Hensel
works as a systems engineer in the aerospace industry, and lives with his beautiful wife and 2
lovely children in Tucson, Arizona.



STEVEN H. ITZKOWITZ, MD, FACP, FACG, AGAF

Dr. Steven ltzkowitz is Professor of Medicine and Oncological Sciences, and Director of the
Gl Fellowship Program at Ilcahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. His research has focused
on reducing disparities in colon cancer screening in the general population, developing new
non-invasive stool DNA tests to screen for colon cancer, and detecting and preventing colon
cancer in inflammatory bowel disease. At the national level, Dr. Itzkowitz is a current member
of the Steering Committee of the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable and a former Chair
of the Gastrointestinal Oncology Section of the American Gastroenterological Association. In
New York City, he is a former President of the New York Gastroenterological Association and
a founder of the New York Crohn’s and Colitis Organization (NYCCQO). He is immediate past
Co-Chair of the New York Citywide Colon Cancer Control Coalition (C5 Coalition) and current
Co-Chair of the C5 Coalition Screening Guidelines Committee. At Mount Sinai, since 2000
he has been instrumental in developing and running the institution’s colon cancer screening
program among minority populations in East Harlem. His team at Mount Sinai was among the
first in the nation to demonstrate the effectiveness of patient navigation to enhance screening
colonoscopy adherence, proving also that patient navigation is cost effective. He is the founder
and Medical Director of the Mount Sinai CO-CARE Registry for patients and their relatives who
are at high risk for colon cancer. He is currently organizing a multi-center prospective study of
risk factors for Early Onset CRC among several NYC-area academic medical centers.

WHITNEY JONES, MD
Dr. Whitney Jones is a practicing Gastroenterologist, former therapeutic endoscopist and
Clinical Professor at the University of Louisville from 1994 until 2017.



In 2003 he founded the Colon Cancer Prevention Project, a state based, nation leading
information and advocacy organization. Through the leadership of Colon Cancer Prevention
Project and its many partners, Kentucky has more than doubled its screening rates, cut colon
cancer mortality by third, and passed into law the lowest barriers for CRC screening of any state.

Since 2016, Dr. Jones has implemented systematic hereditary cancer risk assessment and point
of service genetic panels testing in both the office and endoscopy platforms to both prevent
and better manage the cancer risks of affected and unaffected patients.

JORDAN KARLITZ, MD

Dr. Jordan Karlitz graduated from the University of California at Berkeley with a degree in
molecular biology and genetics. He subsequently attended the McGill University Faculty of
Medicine in Montreal where he received his medical degree. He received his internal medicine
training at the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons/New York Presbyterian
Hospital and completed his fellowship in gastroenterology and hepatology at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center.

NOAH D. KAUFF, MD

Dr. Noah Kauff is Director, Clinical Cancer Genetics at Duke Cancer Institute in Durham, North
Carolina. Dr. Kauff is a gynecologist and geneticist who specializes in the care of patients who
may have an inherited predisposition to cancer. His research interests include: a) analyzing the
effect of genetic risk markers on the assessment and treatment of individuals with an inherited
predisposition to cancer; b) evaluating methods for incorporating genetic risk assessment into
the routine care of oncology patients; c) characterizing the efficacy of risk-reducing strategies



performed for the prevention of inherited cancers; and d) elucidating differences between
inherited and sporadic cancers to assist in the development of targeted therapies for hereditary
malignancies.

SAYONI LAHIRI, MS, CGC

Ms. Sayoni Lahiri is a board-certified genetic counselor at the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center in Dallas. Prior to joining UT Southwestern in 2015, Ms. Lahiri completed her
Master of Science degree in genetic counseling at Northwestern University and practiced in
Orange, California. In addition to providing genetic counseling for patients at risk for hereditary
cancer at multiple UT Southwestern clinics, she is also grant coordinator and oversees two
of the department’s population grants that focus on expanding access to genetic counseling
and testing services to the underserved population of north Texas. Ms. Lahiri oversees the
implementation of a Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT)- funded
population screening program for Lynch syndrome at UT Southwestern and Parkland Hospital,

and helped create a CPRIT grant-funded genetic patient navigator role to follow patients with
Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer syndrome (HBOC) and Lynch syndrome.

XAVIER LLOR, MD, PHD

Dr. Xavier Lior is Professor of Medicine, Medical Director, Cancer Screening and Prevention
Program and Colorectal Cancer Prevention Program, and Co-director, Cancer Genetics and
Prevention Program at Yale University School of Medicine. After obtaining his MD degree from
the Autonomous University Barcelona, Dr. Llor trained in basicresearch and Internal Medicine at
the University of Chicago and completed his Gl fellowship at the University of lllinois at Chicago.
He complemented his training with a PhD degree in molecular biology from the University of



JAN LOWERY, PHD, MPH

Dr. Jan Lowery is the Associate Director of Clinical Operations at the Colorado Center for
Personalized Medicine. She earned her PhD in Analytical Health Sciences and Epidemiology
from the University of Colorado. She is an Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of
Epidemiology at the Colorado School of Public Health.

CHRISTINE MOLMENTI, PHD, MPH

Dr. Christine Molmenti is an Assistant Professor and Cancer Epidemiologist in the Department
of Occupational Medicine, Epidemiology and Prevention at the Northwell Health. Her research
is focused on the primary and secondary prevention of colorectal cancer through screening/
early detection and lifestyle.

KRISTA NELSON, LCSW OSW-C BCD FAOSW

Krista Nelsonis trained as an oncology social worker and works in clinical, research and program
management roles within Providence Health and Services. Krista Most recently joined the
Compassion team as a Program Manager, and has appreciated bringing her clinical expertise
to work on creating supportive infusions of compassion to caregivers.

She provides individual support as well as group support for those affected with cancer and
facilitates an online support group for women with metastatic cancer and runs a program for
children with a parent with cancer.

Krista defines her role as providing support for people and their families throughout the cancer
continuum, and sharing the expertise that she has learned from other patients with cancer.
What she loves about working with those affected with cancer, "is being able to witness the
grace, courage and life lessons of individuals dealing with cancer and the opportunity to be a
part of their journey.”



Krista is a past President of the board of directors of the Association of Oncology Social Work
and past invited Director of the American Psychosocial Oncology Society. She loves being
a part of the national discussion involving the psychosocial care of people with cancer. She
has been a speaker at local and national conferences on issues of survivorship, palliative care,
distress screening and children who have a parent with cancer. Krista also serves as an Invited
Director on the board of directors of the National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers, In
2015, Krista was named as a finalist in the Schwartz Center Compassionate Caregiver of the year
award and received and Innovation Award from the Association of Community Cancer Centers
as well as was elected to their Board of Trustees in 2016.

Krista also has been a volunteer facilitator at retreats for women with breast cancer and at
camps and programs that support grieving children. She also has volunteered annually on
medical relief teams to Haiti since 2009.

KIMMIE NG, MD, MPH

Dr. Kimmie Ng has the expertise, training, leadership, and resources necessary to serve as
Faculty in this program. She is a board-certified medical oncologist with MD and MPH degrees
who specializes in the treatment and investigation of gastrointestinal malignancies. Dr. Ng's
research program focuses on the identification of dietary, molecular, and genetic predictors
of improved survival in colorectal cancer (CRC) patients. She has published extensively on the
relationship between vitamin D status and survival of patients with CRC, and is now translating
her findings into randomized clinical trials for patients. She has received multiple grants to
support her work, including KO7 and RO1 awards evaluating vitamin D and inflammation in CRC,
and served as Co-Project Leader of Project 2 in the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center (DF/

HCC) SPORE in Gastrointestinal Cancer.



NICOLE NOYES, MD
Dr. Nicole Noyes competed her undergraduate and medical degree at the University of Vermont

and then an OB-GYN residency and Reproductive Endocrinology fellowship at Weill-Cornell
Universitv School of Medicine. She has particinated full-time in academic medicine in New York

City ever since, first at Cornell, then at New York University (for 23 years) and now at Northwell
Health, where she serves as System Chief for Reproductive Medicine. At NYU, she helped
established the University's Fertility Preservation program, one that came to cryopreserve
oocytes for more than 4,000 women and produced more than 125 babies using the technology.
Dr. Noyes has also frozen oocytes for more than 250 cancer patients. She currently oversees all
of Northwell Health’s Fertility treatments, including its Fertility Preservation program and will
be opening a state-of-the-art Fertility facility on East 64th Street this summer. She remains a
consulting fertility preservationist at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, has participated
in fully-funded NIH research, authored over 60 peer-review manuscripts, given more than 75
guest lectures around the world, is involved with the training of reproductive endocrine fellows,
was past chair of the American Society of Reproductive Medicine's Fertility Preservation
Special Interest Group and continues to focus her research efforts on fertility preservation,
early embryogenesis and human implantation.

JOSE PEREA, MD

Dr. José Perea is a Consultant Colorectal Surgeon and Associate Professor in the Surgery
Department at Fundacion Jiménez Diaz University Hospital, Madrid, Spain. Dr. Perea’s clinical
and research interests focus on surgery, gastroenterology and oncology, and in particular,
understanding the basis of colorectal cancers with differential phenotypes. He coordinates a
multicenter multidisciplinary group within Spain, as well as international collaborations, focused



in general and gastroenterological surgery from the General University Hospital Gregorio
Maranon, Madrid, and his PhD (cum laude) from the University of Salamanca. He completed
a specialization in clinical research Methodology at the National School of Health, Carlos
Il Institute, Madrid, and a master of molecular oncology degree from the Spanish National
Oncological Research Center (CNIO). Dr. Perea is a member of the scientific committee for the
Spanish Society of Coloproctology.

ERIN PETERSON

Ms. Erin Peterson is the Communications Director for the Colon Cancer Coalition where
she works to reach the unscreened and underserved with the lifesaving messages of on
time colorectal cancer screening. Prior to joining the Colon Cancer Coalition in 2011, Ms.
Peterson spent ten years working for a marketing and public relations agency with national
brands focusing on building partnerships and reaching consumers through unique marketing
approaches.

SUSAN PFAU, MA

Ms. Susan Pfau is a mental health practitioner with Family Innovations and Wilder Foundation.
She also serves as a Kid's Support Group facilitator at Gilda's Clubhouse Twin Cities. She
earned her MA in Marriage and Family Therapy from Saint Mary’s University in Minnesota and
her BA in Family Studies from Metropolitan State of Minnesota. Ms. Pfau serves on the advisory
board of the Colon Cancer Alliance.






